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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area began to turn around in 
April, as the local unemployment rate fell from 7.0 percent to 6.3 percent. Meanwhile, 
the state's unemployment rate dropped from 10.7 percent in March to 9.9 percent in April, 
while the national unemployment rate declined from 10.8 percent to 10.0 percent. Between 
March and April, local resident employment increased from 22,710 to 23,240, with seasonal 
employment gains in food and kindred products, contract construct ion, wholesale and retail 
trade, and services exceeding losses in shipbuilding and government. Unemployment 
declined from 1,710 in March to 1,560 in April. Last year at this time, 1,520 local 
residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate was 6.7 percent. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
During April employment in the Biddeford-Sanford Labor Market Area improved, largely due 
to seasonal growth in nonmanufacturing. Resident employment increased from 28,200 in 
March to 28,700 in April, while unemployment fell from 3,700 to 3,300. The resulting 
unemployment rate dropped from 11.6 percent in March to 10.3 percent in April, but was 
1.8 percentage points higher than the 8.5 percent rate of a year ago. The local 
unemployment rate in April also remained higher than the statewide rate of 9:9 percent 
and the national rate of 10.0 percent. Manufacturing employment dropped slightly with 
layoffs in metals and machinery, but was more than offset by seasonal gains in 
nonmanufacturing employment, highlighted by growth in contract construction, wholesale 
and retai I trade, and services. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn SMSA improved for the second successive month 
in April, as the local unemployment rate fell one full percentage point from 10.6 percent 
in March to 9.6 percent in April. The local unemployment rate was slightly lower than 
the corresponding rates for the state and the nation, which stood at 9.9 percent and 10.0 
percent, respectively. Between March and April, local resident employment increased from 
34,500 to 34,900 while unemployment declined from 4,100 to 3,700. Overall nonfarm wage 
and salary employment increased by 300 jobs with employment increases of 100 jobs each in 
textile mill products, apparel, contract construction, and services. Such gains more than 
offset a loss of 100 jobs in government. Last year at this time 3,800 local residents were 
unemployed, and the unemployment rate was 9.9 percent. 
PORTLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Following normal seasonal trends, economic conditions in the Portland SMSA evidenced 
marked improvement from March to April. The area unemployment rate receded from 7.7 
percent to 6.7 percent, registering its first decline since October of last year. Resident 
emp loyment rose from 90,400 to 92,200, while the number unemployed fel I from 7,500 to 
6,600. A year ago there were 6,000 persons unemployed, and the unemployment rate stood 
a t 6 . 4 percent. The latest improvement in the area economy can be attributed to 
increased employment over a broad range of industries. In nonmanufacturing, employment 
growth occurred in contract construction, services, and wholesale and retail trade, with 
seasonal increases of 500, 400, and 300, respectively. Manufacturing employment climbed 
100 with the increase occurring in the metals and machinery industry group. The area 
unemployment rate of 6.7 percent in April compares favorably to the rates of 9.9 percent 
and 10.0 percent recorded for the state and nation, respectively. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The local unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area rose from 12.0 percent in 
March to 12.4 percent in April. Meanwhile, state and national unemployment rates for 
April stood at 9.9 percent and 10.0 percent, respectively. Temporary layoffs in lumber 
and wood products and leather and leather products were primari I y responsible for the 
monthly decline in local resident employment, which fell from 17,370 in March to 17, 190 in 
April. Total joblessness in the area increased from 2,360 to 2,440. Last year, 2,200 
local residents were out of work, and the unemployment rate was 10.9 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Employment increased and the number unemployed declined, as economic conditions improved 
in the Waterville Labor Market Area in April. The unemployment rate dropped from 10.6 
percent in March to 9.9 percent in April. This was the result of resident employment 
increasing 340 to 20, 110 and the number unemployed fal I ing 150 to 2, 200. The current rate 
of 9 . 9 percent is equal to the statewide rate and just below the national rate of 10.0 
percent. A year ago resident employment in the local area was only slightly higher at 
20,280, while the number unemployed was lower at 1,920. Seasonal increases in 
nonmanufacturing in retai I trade managed to offset slight employment losses throughout the 
manufacturing sector. 
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CIVILI.N"LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES1 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
AREAS ., 
Mar. a:i Apr. 0i Apr. 83 . Apr. 83 Mar. 83 Apr. 82 Apr. 83 Mar. 83 Apr. 82 Apr. 83 Mar. 83 Apr. 82 
LABOR MARKET AREAS: 
c 
AUGUSTA . . . . }if:-: 1;~.~ 28,940 28,830 28,930 2,480 2, 720 2,430 8.6 9.4 ~ 8.4 26,460 26, 110 26,500 
BANOOR·BREWER · l . . . ~ . (~?.~·. ~ 44,600 43,900 42,200 3,500 4,000 3,200 7.8 ! 9.1 7.6 41,100 39,900 39,000 r ':i IIJt"U:-,t ~--;:"!& L.11 
24,800 24,420 22,750 I ,560 I, 710 I, 520 6.3 7.0 ;"'.' 6.7 23,240 22,710 21,230 BATH-BRUNSWICK .. . . . ,:-:':'.,c·:f.~ .. ~ 1 ' 
BELFAST . . . ... ' ,:5~:·· 10,990 I 0,670 I 0, 540 I, 700 I, 750 I ,450 15.5 ' ~ 16.4 l 13.8 9,290 8,920 9,090 c I ' 
BIOOEFORO·SANFORO . . . . > . .. . . . . . :'.'~ 32,000 31 ,900 31,600 3,300 3,700 2,700 c 10.3 ~ 11.6 
' 
8.5 ~ 28,700 28,200 28,900 
BOOTHBAY HARBOR-WISCASSET ... . . 7,530 6,950 7,370 720 900 640 i 9.6 12.9 ~ '. 8.7 ' 6,8iO 6,050 6,730 CALAIS ·EASTPORT . 
-"' ,:_.. 14,690 ;i 14,350 14,970 2,620 2,480 2,500 17.8 r 17.3 16. 7 J ~ 12,070 11,870 12,470 
CAAIOOU ·PAESOUE ISLE ;~f:':,.~~ .. 20,070 ,; 19,810 19,490 2,680 2,920 2, 180 13.4 ·, 14.7 11 .2 ~ 17, 390 16,890 17,310 
CEN TRAL PENOBSCOT . . ~·._:~f~:;t . 1 [I 3,620 t 3,490 3,640 360 350 350 9.9 10.0 9.6 : ' 3,260 3, 140 3,290 r&~ . DOIIEA·FOXCAOFT .• .. t;;, *•:,~ .. 7,050 ~ 6,900 6,760 670 660 570 ) 9.5 r 9.6 8.4 ,, 6,380 6,240 6,190 
ELLSWORTH .. . "°1::1,J·~ 19,960 t I 9, 160 19,250 2,350 2,550 2,020 i 11 .8 
Ai 13.3 I 0.5 l,. 17,6 10 16,610 17,230 rd H FARMINGTON ... ..... .. .. ·.f!%!. .. · .. ~'. ; 13,030 J 12,750 12, 780 I ,250 I, 190 I ,230 9.6 p; 9.3 ,. 9.6 ' ~ 11, 780 11,560 11,550 4,750 '> 4,570 4,610 880 650 I ,020 18.5 14.2 22.1 . ~ 3,870 3,920 3, 590 
GREENIIILLE • " ;""'£~ I, 370 ~ 1,460 I ,200 160 i, 180 120 II. 7 !'. ; 12.3 ~ 10.0 I, 210 1,280 1,080 :. .Y1 :; ~ 
- "')V>' '!J-"a,~ ~,.,. 4,940 t• 4,780 4,710 ,, 700 ._..., 670 580 14.2 .f ... 14.0 '. 12.3 4,240 4, 110 4, 130 ~~~~:~~~~~ ·:: .~~:::··:~:: :_\¥~~;p ·' f ~ 19,840 18, I 50 18,600 960 I ,030 630 ' 4.8 i. 5.7 3.4 18,880 17, 120 17, 970 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA . ~~{;?.:if.- 38,600 38,600 38,200 3,700 4, 100 3,800 9.6 : i 10.6 ~ ~ 9.9 ' 34,900 34 , 500 34,400 ~ L ~ 
LI NCOLN HOWLAND . . . .. . . . ~~~- . 5,670 5,460 5,480 770 610 670 13.6 , [ 11 .2 . ~ 12.2 4,900 4 , 850 4,8 10 ~ ~ ~ 
LIVERMORE FALLS . . . . . . ~~~~ . .. 5,970 '~ 5,830 5,740 750 :Jt 810 710 12.6 13.9 ~ I 12.4 ~ ' 5,220 5,020 5,030 
·~ 
,. ~~ t I MADAWASKA-I/AN BUREN .. i' . '.' . .. ':".~ 4,520 
"i 4,620 4,240 700 ~ 860 630 15.5 18.6 L 14.9 ~ ' 3,820 3, 760 3, 6 10 MECtiANIC FALLS . . . ... . .... .... . cl 2,450 ~ 2,460 2,310 360 410 340 14.7 ~ ' 16. 7 14.7 ' - 2,090 2,050 I, 970 ·' :, 1 MILLI NOCKET·E AST MILLINOCKET .. . ,' 5,260 ~ 5,270 5,270 480 ,.~ 510 450 9.1 9.7 8.5 j 4,780 4,760 4,820 
PATTEN·ISL.AN O FALLS ... J 2,490 2,360 2,500 420 310 410 16.9 13.1 16.4 2,070 2,050 2,090 
~ .... L•~-:i;,l'.."1~ ,j,- 98,800 97,900 93,400 6,600 r,,500 6,000 6.7 7.7 .;..,: t; 6.4 ' 92,200 90,400 87 ,400 PORTLAND SMSA . .. _:~·.: ~ ·;f,~~ s j ) ROCKLAND .. J:: .':', .. . . • . .. .. .. . 16, 890 17, 300 17, 150 2,260 2,350 I ,610 13.4 13.6 
'I 9.4 14,630 14,950 15, 540 19,630 19,730 20,260 2,440 2,360 2,200 ! 12.4 12.0 10.9 ~ I 7, 190 I 7, 370 18,060 
I 0,430 I 0, 320 I 0,210 I, 120 I ,240 930 1 I 0. 7 12.0 9.1 ~ 9,310 9,080 9,280 Sl'.OWHEGAN .. , ... .. :". :~~'?-= I 21,880 21, 530 20, 180 2,970 2,830 2,750 1 13.6 13.1 13.6 18, 910 18, 700 17,430 
8,310 8,410 7,750 1,060 I, 310 I ,030 i 12.8 
,l J. 15.6 . \ 13.3 !,.'; 7,250 7, I 00 6, 720 ~ F . WATERVILLE .... . . ~.?:~!}l:~ I 22,310 22, 120 22,200 2,200 2,350 I ,920 9.9 ~ : 10.6 8.6 20, I IO 19, 770 20,280 , 
I 
!; 
MAI NE . . . . ~~f?-s~•. ;. 1 • 521 ,3 ~ 514.0 504.2 51 .7 55.0 ~ ~ 46.5 9.9 •C 10.7 9.2 (. 469.6 459 . 0 457 .7 
CONt~ECTICUT '.'f. ,_~-"~~. . N/A I, 599.6 1,601 .2 N/A 125.9 109.5 ' N/A 7.9 6.8 N/A 1,473. 7 1, 491 .7 
~··\ """"'~),; l 1 MASSACHUSETTS . :,; .z .. "" .,.• .. 2,945.0 2,956.0 2,940.3 197.0 237.0 234.2 6.7 
~. l 8.0 8.0 2,748.0 2,719.0 2, 706. 1 
NEW HAM PSHIRE ~~~~?tc:-}· N/A 492.2 481 .6 N/A 35.9 38.7 . . N/A 7.3 8.0 N/A 456.4 442 . 9 ~1u~~a~ a, N/A ~ 474.3 479.1 - N/A 52.5 50.3 N/A ., I I .I I 0.5 , rii1 N/A 421 .8 428 .9 RHOOE ISLAND .. .. .. :;:'. - .; .- ·'1° .. , ,. ! 
VERM ONT , t~~ .~":,\·, ~7 .~ r, N/A ~ 259.9 263.3 N/A 20.2 I 20.3 ' N/A ~ 7.8 7.7 ~~ N/A 239.8 242 .0 ~ if .~ 
N/A 6,296.2 6,268.8 N/A 526.5 499.S N/A 
j'j ~ 
N/A t ; 8.4 8.0 5,769.7 5, 769. 3 
UN ITED STATES• .. . :i.,,.,: . . ~ .. '.' . ''. .':'~'. .. 1109, 875 109,87'3 108,814 11,035 11,879 9,957 10.0 ' I 0.8 9.2 98,840 97,994 
,... a 
I All esllmales shown are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates for the Stale and aub·State areas have been benchmarked to the latest Current Population Survey estimates for the State. 
2 Prahminary estimates. 
1 Rev cseu ostcmates. ~~'$~~~i';u-~,:~4~~~~~~"11~~ ~~¥~~·~r·-~~ .. ~~-«;t,t1.~~~~v. :~ 
.:t:..-t i1:i .... ~:~ .... - .,.-,3""'~"-:~, . · . ':'l,~~1''.!'.t~•,:.;V ",:1:. _5.Z::._t,·, -.;;:i'.·~~.~ -~ ·~.· ._.. '• ~ 
4 In thousands;, 
n/o Not A~a 1luble 
STATISTICAL 
DA TA 
Sf.RIES: 
LABOR MARKET 
The unemployment rate dropped in the Augusta Labor Market Area in Apri I, as emp loymen 
rose and the number unemployed declined. Resident employment increased 350 to 26,460 i re) 
April, while the number . unemployed fell 240 to 2,~80. The resulting unemployment rate ~f:;?!~~~ 
8.6 percent was below the 9.4 percent recorded 1n March and well below both the Aprtl ~ :J&"· 
statewide rate of 9.9 percent and the national rate of 10.0 percent. A year ago the local< 
unemployment rate was 8.4 percent, with employment at 26,500 and the number unemployed 
at 2,430. This April most employment gains were evidenced in nonmanufacturing. 
Trad i tiona l ly~ seasonal increases occur in construction; hotels, motels, and other lodging 
p l aces; personal services; and motion pictures ·as these employers prepare for the summer. 
The manufacturing sector evidenced I ittle change overal I. Employment losses were 
evidenced in apparel, while some gains were evidenced in textile mill products and paper 
and al I ied products. Food and kindred products, leather and leather products, and 
and machinery evidenced I ittle change over the month. 
BANGOR-BREWER LABOR MARKET 
After four months of rising unemployment, labor market conditions in the Bangor-Brewer 
Labor Market Area imp roved during Apr i I • Resident emp I oymen t increased I, 200 to 41, I 00, 
while unemployment dropped 500 to 3,500. •• The resulting unemployment rate declined from 
9.1 percent in March to 7.8 percent in April. A year ago the local unemployment rate was 
7.6 percent, and 3,200 persons were jobless. The improved employment situation in the 
loca l economy is primarily the result of increased employment in the paper and allied 
products and leather and leather products industries and seasonal increases in contract 
construction, wholesale and retail trade, and nondomestic services. 
